’ ' 4 -

COMSTRGLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
V/ABHMMNGTONM D.C, 34 Io

B=-178329 o June 22, 1973

-
[ ]
- -

Mrs Ralph C, Lange
jmgxrican Rabassy-GAD
Hew Delhi, ludia

Pear Mr, m.'

Your letter of April 2, 1973, reqreasts reconsideration of the action
Raksn by out Tranrportatioa and Claims Division in a Seitlemsnt Cextifi- :-
cate dated Movember 7, 1972, disallowing your claim for reimburssmsnt of
travel expenses from Frankfurt, Germany, to Bsirut, Lebanon, incurred by
your wife during the pariod March 24, 1972, to April 8, 1972, while
visiting you im connection with your hospitalisation im Bairut, Lebanon,

In Harch 1972 you were an employea ¢ the United States Cemaral
Mcomting Office stationed in New Dalhi, India, and your wife was tem-
porarily living in Fraukfurt, Garmmany, whate ske was atteading college.
You began havivg pains i your back and your local physician, after a
short perlod of treatment, advised you to obtain a thoxough disgnonis of
your back condition at the American Universitiy Hospital in Bairve,
labanon, where corrective surgery could be periormed if indicated, ‘fon
obtained Trave) Ordsr No, ID=EB-72-203, dated Maxch 13, 1972, which
autborised yor to traval to Beirut, Labanon, and xaturn, Thess ordexra
d4id not prov.de for a medica! sttendant to assist you on the trip inas-
moch as you had stated that ona was mot required.

YCw anteared the American Univarsity Hospital om March 16, 1971. an
examination rve-ealed you had a slipped disc and requircd corrective sur-
gery, which was performed on March 24, 1972. Your wife arrived from
Frankfurt, Germany, om this date and visited you daily during your recov
ery until you ware discharged from the hospital on April 1, 1972, on an
outpatient basis., She remained with you until Apxil 8, 1972, when she
teturnsd to Frankfurt. Your outpatient treatmsnt was continued umtil
your veturn to Mew Delhi om April 20, 1972. Your travel sxpenses were
subsequently xaimburaed but your wife'oc were disallowed by ths sattle-
wmant cited above,

You fiwst coutend your wife's travel expensss thould be dlﬁd on
the basis that shea wes a medics)l sttendant undar ths provisions of sub-
soction 636,12, Volume J, Foveign Affaixs Maunal (FAM), which Tsads es
fellecwns
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686.2 Authorization fof Travel of Attendants «

The servicas of an attendant or attendants to accompany am
exployee or a dependent £o a locality whare suitable madi-
cal care can be obtainad may be authorizad the principal
or administrative officer (ss+ section 98l,4) when it is
determingd on the advice of  .aspetent medical esuthority
that tha patient is too 1ill to travel unattended or is too

to travel alons, When the Military Alr Command (MAC)
is utilized to evacuate a patient, adequate madical stten-
tion en route is mormally provided by MAC, Some indication
of the reason for evacuation should be given to tha patient .
and, in every instance, the btasic problem and possidble reac
tions of the patient should be discusasd with the attendant,
When in the judgment of tha principal or adminigtrative
officer tha services of a nonemployee madical attendant ave
warranted, such services may be coutracted for as indicated
in section 686.2b.

'We construe this vegulation to suthorisze travel nf msdical atten~
dants for the limited purposs of accompanying an exployss, teo {11l to
travel alons, being evacuatad to a locality whare suitable medical cara
can be obtxined. We do not interpret the language of this regulation -
as providing authority for sz attendant tc Lravel so as to join an -

employese already svacuated to a suitable mcdical facility, Inasmuch as ..

you did not require a medical attendant during your svacuatiom flight,
we are of tha opinion that this regulation doey not providsa authority
for your wife's travel at a later tims. |

. Alterxnatively, you contend your wife vw..s perfomming visitation
travsl pursuant to 3 FAM 699,353 which provides in pertivent parts

699.5 DEmergency Visitatiom Travel From Anywhora Abroasd .

699.5-1 Dafinitions

a. Emergency visitation travel by an exployee or by en

eligible dependent located adbroad, either at post or avay ¢
from post, is authorized in instancas of serious illueas,
injury, or death vf a meabar of an employes's Lrmediate
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femily, or the imuediate femily of an eligible dependemt,
a8 defined in thase regulationa.

- "Eligible dopndnt." for tha purposa of this saction
l.l defined as the spouse or dependent child nx ¢hildren o!

the exmployes,

€. "Berious illnass or injury" for the purpose of this
section is defined as one in which death ip imminent or
likely to occur as based on coxpatent medical opinion;
or ons in which the abssnce of the employee or eligiblae
dependent would result in great perasonal hardship.

The above regulation defines serionsy ilingss as including inter alia
an illosss in which the absence of an eligible dependsnt would result in
a great parsonal haxdship for the employee, 1l is on the basgis .I great
parsonal hardship that you claim entitlument for emargancy visitation
travel by your wifc., In this connection you point cui that your wife
assisted greatly in your recovary and bher viait was stxongly sanctioned
by your attending surgecn,

Since the Department of State promulgated tha regulation in question
and is primarily responsible for its interpretation, we informally dis-
cussed your zase with an sfficial of the medicsal staff of that Department,
the office with &pproval authority for emargency visitation travel within
the Department, He 24Avised that your case does not satisfy the criteria
of a great personal hardship end that & rimilarly situated Department of
Bcate smployce or aligible dependent would not xeceive epproval for erire
gency visitatiom travel,

L

In view of the above we are of the opinion that the facta of record
fuil to show that the absencs of your wife would have resnlted in a great
personal hardship within the meaning of tae cited regulation, Accerd-
ingly, the disallowoace of your claim was proper and is hereby sustaimad,

8incaerely yours,

: o PAUL G. DEMBLING
For the Comptioller Teverxal ) ,

{ of the Uaitad Statas
cct Director

OIfice of Administrative Planning and Services
Room 7011 P

General Accounting Office

Washington, D, C, 20548





